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The Epic of Palaeobotany-503

Swiss naturalist Oswald Heer (1809--1883)
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Psalm 60:4

Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of
the truth. Selah. (King James Version); quia factus es spes mea turris fortitudinis a
facie inimici (The Latin Vulgate w/ Apocrypha)
http://blog.sciencenet.cn/blog-225931-1010645.html

Fig.1. The map of the position of Matt in northeast Switzerland
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Fig.2. The skyline of Matt, northeast Switzerland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matt, Switzerland
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Heer, Oswald and Eduard Heinrich Graeffe or Graffe, 1868-1883. Flora fossilis arctica - Die
fossile Flora der Polarlander; Steenstrup's finds in Vol. VII, 1883
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Brief chronology of Swiss naturalist Oswald Heer
(1809--1883)

--1809: Born in Niederutzwyl, Canton of St. Gallen,

northeastern Switzerland;

--1811: Heer’s family moved to Glarus, the center of
Canton of St. Gallen;

--1816: Heer’s father moved to Matt, a small
mountain village of Glarus (Ostschweiz,
Switzerland, 46°58' 0" N, 9° 10' 0" E), and worked

as a pastor there;



Matt, northeastern Switzerland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matt, Switzerland

--Heer was taught by his father at home and

expected to become a pastor;

--1825: Heer was interested in natural sciences,
particularly in botany and entomology, and began to

collect plant specimens;

--1828: Attended the University of Halle in Germany
to study theology and natural sciences;

--1831: Passed a Protestant state exam with
ordination in Switzerland,;

--1832: Heer refused the call of the Pastora office in
a small place "Schwanden", canton Glarus;
Johannes Jacob Hegetschweiler (1789--1839), a
Swiss physician and botanist, introduced Heer to the
"Naturforschende Gesellschaft in Zurich"
(NGZ--naturesplorsocieto in Zuriho, founded 1746);
--1832: Hired as curator of the enormous, private
Escher-Zollikofer Collection in Zurich; worked as a
private teacher at home;

--1834: Became habilitated or a free docent of
botany and entomology at the newly established

university in Zurich; promoted to associate professor


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matt,_Switzerland

at Zurich; established palaeobotanical collection for
the project "Flora tertiaria";

--1834—1882: Served as the first director of the
botanical garden of University of Zrich;

--1835: Completed his dissertation, i.e. "Beitrage zur
Pflanzengeographie, mit einem Gemalde der
Vegetationsverhaltnisse des Kantons Glarus";
appointed as an extraordinary professor of botany
and entomology;

--1838: Married Margaretha Trimpy;

--1840: Initiated paleobotanical studies;

--1845: Founded the Zurich's society of agriculture
and horticulture and acted as president;
--1850--1851: Spent time in Madeira to recover from
tuberculosis;

--1850—1868: Became a member of the Zurich

cantonal parliament;

--1852: Promoted to a full professor of University of
Zurich with lectures on general and special botany,

paleobotany, economic botany & entomology;

--1853: Founded " agricultural school

Snuregobieno " (German " Landwirtschatftliche



https://eo.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Agrikultura_lernejo_%C5%9Dnuregobieno&action=edit&redlink=1
https://eo.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Agrikultura_lernejo_%C5%9Dnuregobieno&action=edit&redlink=1
https://eo.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Landwirtschaftliche_Schule_Strickhof&action=edit&redlink=1

Schule Strickhof ") in Zirich; and served as
president of observation commission about the

Snuregobieno-school between 1853 and 1863;

--1855: Also worked as a professor of special botany
of ETH Zlrich, and began to teach taxonomic
botany at the Technische Hochschule in Zrich;
[ETH Zlrich-- Eidgendssische Technische

Hochschule Zirich]

--1855--1859: Published his Flora tertiaria

Helvetiae in three volumes;

--1856 & 1861: Made field trips to Austria, Italy,
England and Holland together with Swiss geologists,
such as Arnold Escher (1807--1872), Peter Merian
(1795--1883);

--1868--1883: Co-worked with Eduard Heinrich
Graeffe or Graffe (1833--1916) and published

his Flora fossilis arctica in seven volumes;
--1871: suffered from a tuberculosis again;

--1874: Received the Wollaston Medal from the

Geological Society of London;

--1876: Published his Flora fossilis Helvetiae;


https://eo.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Landwirtschaftliche_Schule_Strickhof&action=edit&redlink=1
http://www.archive.org/details/florafossilisar01heergoog

--1876: Elected a corresponding member of the
Russian Academy of Sciences in St. Petersburg;
--1877: Elected a Foreign Honorary Member of
American Academy of Arts and Sciences;
--1879: Elected to the German Academy of

Sciences—Leopodinag;

--1883: Heer finished the 7" volume of "Flora fossilis
arctica" - Floral fossil Arctic, and died in Lausanne,

southwest Switzerland.
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Oswald Heer (1809--1883), a Swiss geologist and naturalist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oswald Heer

https://de.wikisource.org/wiki/ADB:Heer, Oswald
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oswald Heer
http://people.wku.edu/charles.smith/chronob/HEER1809.htm
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The founder of modern genetics Gregor Johann Mendel (1822--1884) and his botany
teacher--Austrian palaeobotanist Franz Joseph Andreas Nicolaus Unger (1800--1870)
B A 22 S IR T R S A ) 22 - B T HE )22 2K Franz Joseph Andreas
Nicolaus Unger (1800--1870)
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Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of
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the truth. Selah (King James Version); quia factus es spes mea turris fortitudinis a
facie inimici (The Latin Vulgate w/ Apocrypha)
http://blog.sciencenet.cn/blog-225931-1006714.html

The following work is associated with Switzerland--

HAEY) R (94)

2 [E Y 2 S5 0K Charles Léo Lesquereux

Story of Palaeobotany Series (94):

How did American palaeobotany rise? (Part I)

Charles Léo Lesquereux (1806—1889), a founder of American palaeobotany
[English information with Chinese introduction]
http://blog.sciencenet.cn/blog-225931-400747.html
http://www.sciencetimes.com.cn/blog/user_content.aspx?id=400747
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Story of Palaeobotany Series (No.234) [The 235" issue in total]

Umbrella of American palaeobotany—5: A historical sketch of palaeobotany of Harvard
University with a list of graduate students and their thesis
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