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On Topic Selection of NSFC’s Free Application Projects
Chen Yue, Wen Mingzhang, Du Shengming
Department of Life Sciences, NSFC, Beijing, 100085

Through analysis of 12030 peer-reviewers’ reports cov-
ering 2 406 rejected cases of free application from 2002
2004 for the funding from the National Natural Science
Foundation of China, the authors found that applications
were rejected by diverse reasons, among which weak in topic
selection was the major, accounting for 29.99%. To help
the applicants improve their topic selection ability both theo-
retically and practically, the authors discussed the topic se-
lection in 8 aspects being the rising of the question, purpose
of topic selection, process of topic selection, topic selection
for basic research, topic selection for applied basic research,
topic selection and innovation, a example of excellent topic
selection, and conclusion.

Key words: funding; application; topic selection; basic re-

search;applied basic research;innovation
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