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Abstract: Applications of complex network theory in war on terrorism is the most argumentative hot topic for
network analysis. According to the two papers of the special issue “complex system and network” in the magazine
of Science, we not only discussed the shortcomings of the data collection for studying terrorism groups, but also
analyzed the latest method and the development direction for data collecting. We also studied the limit of complex
network theory, which can only process the static network and is easily affected by noise, and analyzed the
advantage of dynamic network analysis techniques. We also pointed out that complex network theory is very
important for the network-centric warfare. At last, we briefly reviewed the current state, significance and
shortcoming for the applications of complex network theory in war on terrorism.
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